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Happy 250 years of freedom
America. Thank you to all
who sacrificed selflessly to
bring us here and to those
who serve now to keep our
freedom.

From Pastor’s Desk

What does this mean? It is
the most Lutheran of ques-
tions as Luther asked this
question again and again as
he wrote the Small Cate-
chism. He wrote the Cate-
chism for laypeople to have
as a lifelong companion to
the Scriptures to explain the
doctrine that is derived from
Scripture.

You may or may not be
aware of the contentious
election of Synodical Presi-
dent that the LCMS just
recently concluded, but it
caused me to pause and ask
that most Lutheran of ques-
tions of the current situation
and climate within our
church body. Many people
were well informed on both
sides of the arguments and
discussions that were taking
place were and are well in-
tended, at least we would
like that to be the case.

President Eric Johnson of
our Southern District has
said as pastors we are all
confessional Lutherans, be-
cause after all we all said the
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same vows at our ordina-
tions and reaffirmed those
vows at our installations.
There are those who would
disagree with President
Johnson, but that is not what
I am going to discuss here.
Rather I'm going to discuss
where asking that question
in prayer to the Lord of the
Church has led me to act in a
more deliberate way as a
“confessional Lutheran.”

It is my hope that as you
read what I have resolved to
do it may invoke in you at
least some of the same
thoughts and actions. First, I
am committing to daily and
more actively pray for our
Synod. In doing that I don’t
just mean for the leadership
in the purple palace in St.
Louis but praying for the
pastorate. My prayer for the
pastorate is that we all re-
member what we swore to
uphold and confess to the
world as ours, namely the
Scriptures and the Lutheran
Confessions, and to study
them more intently. Along
with that a prayer to request
that God enable each to
serve his congregation(s) to
the best of his God given
ability to help heal the divi-
sion within our church body.

1 will be praying intention-
ally for those who gather in
LCMS church buildings to
come together and to help
heal the divisions within our
Synod. I will be including in
my prayers for the laity a
request that God put a burn-
ing desire in all hearts to
intentionally study the Scrip-
tures and at least the Small
Catechism daily.

It is my hope that by shar-
ing just a little bit of what I
am going to be praying for
moving forward that it in-
spires you to do the same
and share with your Luther-

an relatives and friends at
different congregations what
is happening here at Trinity
for the good of the Synod.
As you all know I drive quite
a bit on Sundays and I had a
thought about the good of
the church and the good of
the Synod. To heal the divi-
sion in our Synod it starts at
the local parish. It starts with
the relationship between
pastor and people. Then it
moves outward from there
circuit, district, region, and
then national Synod. If the
smallest part of our walking
together isn’t united, strong,
and solidly based upon the
Scriptures, our Lutheran
Confessions, and the prac-
tice of confession and ab-
solution in how we deal
with one another how can
we expect our national
Synod to be?

Will you join me?

VBS - Fired Up for
Jesus Part 2

The afternoon VBS Bible
lesson will focus on the Holy
Spirit and His Gift to the
world. Our theme this year
comes from This lesson —
Fired Up for Jesus. We often
remember the flames of Pen-
tecost. They are represented
in our sanctuary banners as
flames. Acts 2:1-4 "When
the day of Pentecost came,
they were all together in one
place. > Suddenly a sound
like the blowing of a violent
wind came from heaven and
filled the whole house where
they were sitting. * They saw
what seemed to be tongues
of fire that separated and
came to rest on each of
them. * All of them were
filled with the Holy Spir-
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SAUE THE DATE!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

CELEBRATE
TRIMITY LUTHERAN"S
30TH ANNIVERSARY

LWLM will meet
Saturday July 11 at
1:00. All women are
encouraged to attend.

VBS—Linda plans to
hold a VBS planning
meeting and invites
anyone interested to
attend, at 2:00 fol-
lowing the conclusion
of the LWML meet-
ing.



Fired Up For Jesus

it and be%an to speak in other
tongues™! as the Spirit enabled
them.” Can you imagine how
startled the disciples must have
been. Jesus had promised to
send them a helper. Acts 1:4-5
4On one occasion, while he
was eating with them, he gave
them this command: “Do not
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the
gift my Father promised, which
you have heard me speak
about. ° For John baptized
with® water, but in a few days
you will be baptized with® the
Holy Spirit.” Perhaps it was
Andrew alone who may have
personally witnessed the Bap-
tism of Christ. The Bible is not
specific about who saw the Ho-
ly Spirit descend upon Jesus
like a dove or heard God’s
words from heaven. Matthew
3:16-17 “!® As soon as Jesus
was baptized, he went up out of
the water. At that moment heav-
en was opened, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting on
him. "7 And a voice from heav-
en said, “This is my Son, whom
I love; with him I am well
pleased.” We remember the
Baptism of Jesus where the
Holy Spirit descends upon Him
like a dove. It is a pivotal mo-
ment in His ministry and in the
ministry of John the Baptist too.
John is shaken by the request of
his cousin. John who leaped for
joy in his mother’s womb when
Mary entered Elizabeth and
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Zacariah’s home, said, John 1
1:29 “*® The next day John
saw Jesus coming toward him
and said, “Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin
of the world! ** This is the
one I meant when I said, ‘A
man who comes after me has
surpassed me because he was
before me.” *' I myself did not
know him, but the reason I
came baptizing with water
was that he might be revealed
to Israel.” And Matthew 3:13-
15 “* Then Jesus came from
Galilee to the Jordan to be
baptized by John. * But John
tried to deter him, saying, “I
need to be baptized by you,
and do you come to me?”

13 Jesus replied, “Let it be so
now; it is proper for us to do
this to fulfill all righteous-

ness.” Then John consented.

But the manifestation of the
Holy Spirit is not Limited to
the New Testament. 1 Samu-
el 16:13 — After David was
anointed with oil, “the Spirit
of the Lord came powerfully
upon David.” Isaiah 61:1
The Spirit of the Sover-

eign Lord is on me, because
the Lord has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the
poor. He has sent me to bind
up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim freedom for the
captives and release from
(%arkness for the prisoners.
Genesis 2:7 — God
breathed life into Adam.
God the Holy Spirit
breathed life into Adam
unlike the animals he
created with a Word. He
formed us from the
earth and made us alive
through the action of
the Holy Spirt. So the
Holy Spirt descended on
to the Disciples on Pen-
tecost. Visually mani-
fested as fire, setting
the disciples spiritually
on fire. They were em-
powered by the Spirit
to speak God’s Word
to the people gathered

in Jerusalem for the feast
of Weeks. Jews from dif-
ferent countries had come
and they were able to
hear and understand the
disciples in their own
language. They had come
to celebrate 7 week after
Passover—a first wheat
harvest festival, a cele-
bration of God’s Word
given to His people
through Moses. It is a
joyful pilgrimage cele-
bration—meaning that
like Passover, many peo-
ple traveled to Jerusalem
to celebrate and worship.
It was the reason faithful
Jews from many nations
were in Jerusalem and
would turn their faith t0
Jesus—the Mesiah. About
3000 people believed and
were baptized.

The Holy Spirit is here
with us—in us. He brings
us to faith in Jesus
through the hearing of
His Word and Baptism
and in the Body and
Blood of Holy Commun-
ion. Get Fired Up for Je-
sus. His Spirit is with us.
Join us, invite children
you know to VBS Aug. 8
from 10:00—3:00.

-Linda Abel—Sunday
School Director

The Lutheran
Church in America,
250 Years Ago

Two hundred and fifty years
ago—around the time our
nation was taking its first
steps toward independence—
the Lutheran church in Amer-
ica was quietly laying its own
foundations. Most Lutherans
were recent immigrants, scat-
tered across Pennsylvania,
New York, Maryland, and
Virginia. They worshiped in
small wooden churches, often
in German, and relied on trav-
eling pastors who rode miles
on horseback to bring Word
and Sacrament to rural com-

munities.

In those early years, God
raised up leaders who helped
give shape and stability to this
young church. One of the most
influential was Henry Melchi-
or Muhlenberg, often called
the “patriarch of American
Lutheranism.” Through patient
teaching, careful organization,
and a deep love for the Gospel,
he helped unite scattered con-
gregations into the first Ameri-
can Lutheran synod—the Min-
isterium of Pennsylvania.

Alongside the German Luther-
ans were the Swedish and
Finnish congregations of the
old Delaware Valley, already
more than a century old by
1776. Their pastors and people
stood shoulder-to-shoulder
with newer immigrants, form-
ing a diverse but faithful Lu-
theran witness in the colonies.

The American Revolution add-
ed tension and uncertainty.
Some Lutherans supported
independence; others urged
caution. Yet through all the
upheaval, congregations con-
tinued to gather around Scrip-
ture, prayer, and the Lord’s
Supper. Even in a time of war,
the church’s mission remained
the same: proclaim Christ and
care for His people.

Today’s Lutheran churches
stand on the shoulders of those
early believers—immigrants,
farmers, soldiers, and pas-
tors—who trusted that God
was building something lasting
in a new land. Their faithful-
ness reminds us that the Lord
has guided His church through
every season, and He contin-
ues to do so now.
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